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History of Camp S-81, Company No. 724

At 10:30 o me, June 17, 1933, 204 weary men
arrived at Iiay, Minnesota, and were taken by truck
to o lonely spot in Kabetogama State Forest about 13
miles smnth of lay on highway nomber 53, Instead of
finding u nice comflortably constrocted  dwelling, as
later enrollees fonnd, theirs was a hard lot. Thary
Cound an open spob in e womls covered with white
and Morway pine stumps and zrass several feet high.
Afler eating a hastily  prepared
dinner, the men set to work un-
der the direction of Captain Dav-
enport. Grasa had oo be ewor,
stumps uprosted, sroumd leveled,
stakes driven, tenls put up, eols
sel upe aml mess eouipoent ac-
Ti!ll,'_""li ain o That ool 1"|r||]:] E_‘-n:*
serverll With determined  effor=
e men =01 1a wark, ol v ey
ning e pents were erected, AL
L !l'l'l =L, the FEREER Wirrae
peaaly Ton Bl Tloew haal ridelen
wver three lainedeed  miles, eleare
cel Lol ol their
B all i one alay, 15 ever e
bl wews pleasing to them, theirs

ol ronctod

69 1.2 miles surveyed

9 truek trails Luilt.

21 acres Lrees planted,

I dock constreted,

1 land amd lawn improvement at ranger station.
'I'Iri:z i-l.--' HET cxrul]an J,'ﬂq_'uj_'q] s tllg_:rq: ||_115. 'J-.H'Iﬂl'l O

the averape of less than 200 men in camp,

Un Angust 1, 1933, work was begun on the pres-

eertainly was that night. Weary
amil tired, the 200 men erawled
inte el amd were soon sound
asleep,

After spending a few days about the camp im-
proving the camp site, the men were get to work un-
der the able supervision of Fred Wolll, the forestry su-
perintendent, to do forestry work. Although foresiry
improvement has been the predominating work, it has
nol been the only work. In a vear’s time, from June
I, 1933, o Jume 30, 1934, the forestry depurtment
Liwasts the Following work conpleted :

WIH aeres fire hazard reduwction,

20 acres roadside elearing,

37 miles telephone lines

123 acres cleared for tourist camps,

33 firea put under eonlral.

1200 telephone poles cut,

132 thousand board feet lumber sawed.

253 acres thinning

3811 acres cruising
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Left to right: Ist Tdeut, D, Koop, C. A, Ites, : Capt. G. W, Connry, O, A
Ies, Commanding ; 1=t Lieut, W. 10 Manning, Med, Ties,

ent camyp site. With the aid of a few local experiene-
ed carpenters the present barracks was constroeted
and completed October 6, 1933, It is perhaps the best
planned and arranged camp in the district hecanze of
the fact thar the entire camp iz all under one roof,
It iz wnique in that it is the only camp in which one
can gass ooall partz of the wildings without moing
outside, This fact is best appreciated during the win-
ler,

During the life of the eamp there have been fonr
commanters, the first heing Captain Davenport, whe
served Trom June 17, 1933, to Seplember, during 1he
treine days of the early orzanization, In September,
Captain Harper areived from Nebraska and assiumed
control. It was his lot to serve during the eold win.
ter. When Captain Harper lelt on Mareh 15, 1934,
the task of running the company was azsigned to
First Lieutenant Kopp who arrived at campr in Sep-




tember and served as junior officer until assuring
control. With the arrival of Caprain Conary on April
20, 1934, the commamlership was transferred 10 him
and in his hands it now remains,

The camp superintendem, Me. Fo P, Waolll, las
the help of the following men to carry on his work:
Era Laitala, technical forester and second in charge
of the forestry work; Moble Tryeg, foreman and fire

)

Left to rlght: . Wall?, Supl.; Cleorge #Smith, N, 1o Trigm . Te Laitala, Theo, Watson, O,

Forsyth, .

Four doetors have served as medical men during
the camp’s one year of existence, the frat heing Lieur.
Berman, who was followed by Lient, Greenberg. The

A, Pogue.

marshal; C. Forsythe, camp engineer: Themas Wat.
son, George Smith, and Charles Pogue, foremen,

In addition to the work to improve 1he camp sike
and the state lind, a large per-

——e

centaze of the boys are improv-
ing their mental capacities hy ar-
temding classes under the super-
vision of Mr. A, I Peterson, ed.
ucational advicer, The following
elasaes have  Leen conilieted
simee e first ol Mareh s Fores-
ey, fiest aid, surveying,  radio,
Tokkevpine, tvpewriting, mathe-
malics, singing, orchestrn,  loe
print remding, and electvical en-
gincering, All is not work abont
the camp. For reereation there js
baschall, kinten ball, swimmine,
and horse shoes for  those  who
wish 1o play. There is a dance
onee o month and o movie ones

View of Camp #5-81

third doctor wae Liear, Hendrickson, now camp doe-
tor ut Company 1721, Qur present doctor is Lieutr.
Manning, [ormerly of Company 1721, These four of.
ficers have rendered 1he camp excellent service,

a week in addition 1o camp pro-
grams twice cach month. There
is always one religious service
vach week and sometimes two. The company stall at-
templs to develop and maintain a high moral stand-
ard and keep the enrollecs hoth physically and men-
tally well,
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